
Wild, Exotic 
or Vicious Animal Permit

Jeffrey S. Parker

Animal Control - Chief



8396 McFaye Avenue

• Subdivision: Hanover Heights, South

• Parcel ID #: 8706-31-7192

• Acre: 0.455

• Zoning: R-1

• Chickahominy District







Nathan I. Lawhorn, Owner

• Presented himself well and has an enthusiast level knowledge of specific 
snake species owned

• Represents that he has had experience with snakes since childhood

• Purchased first snake in May 2013 from vendor, Off the Ark Exotic Pets 
located in Chester, VA 

• Has expressed an interest in becoming a “snake breeder” and has 
presently acquired the necessary equipment (i.e. incubator) to facilitate 
the breeding process during a home inspection by AC Chief Parker (7/15).



Environment Conditions

• Residential dwelling 

• Ranch style home with detached garage

• Approximately 1600 sq. ft. 

• Utilizing a family/den type room to house snakes

• Clean and neat

• Well maintained

• Lock door into “Snake Room”

• Standard home door lock









Confinement Cages

• Professionally built

• 6’x24”x36” cages – 6 locks

• 4’x24”x36” foot cages – 4 locks

• Heat strips with environmental/temperature control 

regulated

• Plexiglas (Polymethyl methacrylate) windows/doors







Snakes

• 10 Snakes – All Pythons

• (1) Burmese Python – 10-12 foot long

• The Burmese python (Python bivittatus) is one of the five largest species of 
snakes in the world (approximately the third largest as measured either by 
length or weight). It is native to a large variation of tropic and sub tropic areas 
of Southern- and Southeast Asia.



Snakes

• (9) Reticulated Pythons – range from 3 – 17 foot long

• Python reticulatus, known as the reticulated python, is a species of 
python found in Southeast Asia. Exceptional adults can grow to 6.95 m 
(22.8 ft.) in length but normally range from 3–6 m (9.8–19.7 ft.). They are 
the world's longest snakes and longest reptile, but are not the most heavily 
built. Like all pythons, they are nonvenomous constrictors and normally not 
considered dangerous to humans. Although large specimens are powerful 
enough to kill an adult human, attacks are only occasionally reported.

• Largest snake – reticulated python – 17’, ≤160lbs



Cost of Housing Snakes at Shelter

• Reptile Confinement Cages 

• 6’ to 8’ - $550.00 to $600.00 per cage

• Needed to house all snakes at Shelter would cost $5500 to $6000 in 
cages

• An additional room (in or added) to house snakes

• $4000 per month for food & care

• i.e. average hourly employee rate, veterinarian services (specialized), feeding 
costs

• Additional $1000.00 for heat strips and thermometers



Recommendations

Deny Application

1. Give 60 – 90 days to remove snakes from property

2. Owner has been in violation of Hanover County Code 4-80, Wild Exotics & Vicious Animal 
since snakes reached 6’ in length

Reasoning:

1. Location – Neighborhood safety

2. Safe handling of snakes by owner and other individuals (to include owner friends or potential 
clients)

3. ACOs and all public safety departments do not have the knowledge, equipment and resources

4. No formal training available



If Approved

Recommendations

1. Snakes are not to leave the inside of household unless contacting AC prior

2. If snakes leave property an inspection of property after snakes returns by AC 
Officer

3. Inspect every 6 months

4. Notify AC of any new snakes on property

5. Restrictions on breeding

6. Restrictions on the number of snakes on property



Questions?


