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Shown below is a preliminary summary of the actions taken by the Hanover County Board of Supervisors on September 9, 

2015. Minutes in final form will be presented to the Board for approval at a future date. 

 
HANOVER COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

 

DRAFT SUMMARY MINUTES 
 

Hanover County Administration Building  
Board Room 

 
September 9, 2015 

 

 
VIRGINIA:  At a regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors for Hanover County held in 

the Board Room of the Hanover County Administration Building on the 9th day of September, 

2015, at 3:00 p.m. 

Present: Mr. Wayne T. Hazzard, Chairman 
  Mr. Aubrey M. Stanley, Vice-Chairman  
  Mr. Sean M. Davis  

Mrs. Angela Kelly-Wiecek  
Mr. W. Canova Peterson 
Mr. G.E. “Ed” Via, III 
Mr. Elton J. Wade, Sr. 

  Mr. Cecil R. Harris, Jr., County Administrator 
Mr. Sterling E. Rives, III, County Attorney 

 
 

I. Call to Order 
 

Mr. Hazzard called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.  All Board members were present. 
 

A. The invocation was given by Mr. Via. 

B. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mr. Peterson. 
 

II. Consideration of Agenda Amendments 
 

The Chairman asked if there were any agenda amendments.  Hearing none, moved to citizens’ 

time. 
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III. Citizens’ Time 

 The Chairman opened citizens’ time and offered to anyone who wanted to address the Board of 

Supervisors for up to five minutes on any matter within the scope of the Board’s authority that is not 

on the agenda for that meeting to come forward.  Seeing none, citizens’ time was closed. 
 

IV. Consent Agenda 

 Mr. Peterson made a motion to approve the consent agenda, seconded by Mr. Via. 
 

 Vote: 
Wayne T. Hazzard Aye 
Aubrey M. Stanley Aye 
Sean M. Davis Aye 
Angela Kelly-Wiecek Aye 
W. Canova Peterson Aye 
G. E. “Ed” Via, III Aye 
Elton J. Wade, Sr. Aye 

 

Motion approved. 
 

IV. A. – Resolution to Approve County-Wide Rabies Clinics 

Board Sheet Background: 

Virginia Code section 3.2-6521 authorizes governing bodies, in combination with the 

appropriate health department, to approve rabies clinics within their jurisdictions at least once per year, 

if necessary to meet the need of vaccinating pets against rabies.  The resolution authorizes county-wide 

rabies clinics as many times as may be deemed necessary by the Chief Animal Control Officer to meet 

the needs of vaccinating the pets of County residents against rabies during fiscal year 2015-2016. 

Recommended Action: 

Motion to approve the resolution authorizing county-wide rabies clinics to be conducted during 

County fiscal year 2015-2016. 
 

IV. B. – Request for Appropriation - Department of Public Utilities - $104,000 Overhill Drive 

Waterline Extension and approval of Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Environmental 

Quality Interagency Contract - Magisterial District:  South Anna 

Board Sheet Background: 

The Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (VDEQ) is the recipient of funding for its 

Leaking Underground Storage Tank program from the federal government. VDEQ has identified a home at 
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13237 Overhill Drive as having a private well that is contaminated and determined the best way to mitigate 

the situation is to connect this home to the public water system. VDEQ has requested that Hanover County 

enter into an agreement to construct an extension of the public water system and connect this home to the 

public water system. 

Key provisions of the agreement are; VDEQ will reimburse Hanover County all project cost related 

to extending the public water system to this home, VDEQ will pay the water capacity fee for this home, 

VDEQ will reimburse costs related to connecting this home to the public water system. 

As the waterline extension will pass seven other existing homes, Public Utilities is requesting 

funding, that will not be reimbursed by the VDEQ, to allow it to install water service lines and meter boxes 

for existing homes whose owners express an interest in connecting to the public water system. Owners of 

these other homes will have to pay capacity fees and costs associated with connecting their homes to the 

meter box installed by Public Utilities. 

The requested project budget of $104,000 consists of $86,321.95 for the extension to 13237 

Overhill Drive that is reimbursable by the VDEQ, and $17,678.05 for the installation of water service lines 

and meter boxes for other interested properties along the extension. 

The County Attorney’s office has reviewed the Interagency Contract. Finance and Management 

Services concurs with this request. Public Utilities recommends entering into the Interagency Contract with 

the VDEQ for this project. 

Recommended Action: 

Motion to approve an appropriation for the Department of Public Utilities in the amount of 

$104,000 for the Overhill Drive Waterline Extension and authorize the County Administrator to 

execute the attached Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Environmental Quality Interagency 

Contract for extending the water system to the home at 13237 Overhill Drive and to take other actions 

related to the administration of this agreement. 
 

IV. C. -. Request for Approval of Resolution to Refund Water and Sewer System Revenue Bonds, 

Series 2005A 

Board Sheet Background: 

 On January 26, 2005 the Board of Supervisors approved a resolution authorizing the issuance 

of Water and Sewer System Revenue Refunding Bonds in the principal amount of $16,000,000 

through the Virginia Resources Authority (VRA) pooled financing program.  Since 2005 tax exempt 
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interest rates have declined affording an opportunity to refund the Series 2005A bonds and reduce debt 

service. Based on current market interest rates, the County’s financial advisor has identified a partial 

refunding opportunity of approximately $7.4M of the Series 2005A bonds.   The bonds will be 

refunded if the issuance generates a minimum net present value savings of 4% in accordance with the 

County financial regulations.  Current market conditions indicate the opportunity for total net present 

value savings of up to 5%.  If the bonds are refunded, a budget amendment would be required to 

recognize the debt proceeds, costs of issuance and refunding in the Public Utility fund. The attached 

resolution outlines the parameters for issuance of the refunding bonds, including a maximum interest 

rate of 4 %.  The Finance and Management Services Department concurs with this recommendation. 

Recommended Action: 

Motion to approve the attached Resolution to refund Water and Sewer System revenue bonds, 

Series 2005A through the 2015 VRA pooled financing program, and authorize the County 

administrator to take all actions necessary to proceed with the issue of the refunding bonds and 

administration of all matters related to the bonds, including execution of all necessary documents and 

budget amendments. 
 

V.   Presentations 
 

A. Virginia Association of Chiefs of Police – Lifesaving Awards  

Ms. Dana Schrad, Executive Director, Virginia Association of Chiefs of Police, came 

forward to present Lifesaving Awards to Deputy Barry Bland, Deputy Kenny Winston, Deputy 

Matt League, Sergeant Frank Dresser, Sergeant Tim Simpson and Firefighter Jacob Jordan.  

Ms. Schrad described the accident that occurred where these individuals displayed extreme 

bravery and heroic effort. 

Sheriff Hines came forward and noted that this outstanding behavior is indicative of 

Hanover’s first responders.  He thanked those who received the awards and the Virginia 

Association of Chiefs of Police for the recognition. 
 

B. Virginia Association of Counties (VACo) – Achievement Award  

Mr. Erik Johnson, Director of Government Affairs, came forward to present the award.  

He commended Hanover’s history of active legislative advocacy.  He noted VACo’s cost 
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saving measures of Counties working together in enterprise programs and outreach in media 

and education. 

He presented Mr. Steve Herzog, Director of Public Utilities, the VACo 2015 

Achievement Award for Information Technology for the department’s Backflow Prevention 

Database.  Mr. Herzog came forward and gave a presentation on the database. 

Cross connection and backflow program 

– Purpose is to protect the public water system from contamination from water that has 

passed from the public water system to a customer’s water system 

There are currently 1050 active devices that Public Utilities tracks 

– Program is required by VDH regulations 

– Testing is completed by our customers 

– Annual reminder letters must be sent 

– Results of testing must be tracked and retained 

– Questions must be answered 

December 2014 moved to Access Database 

– Developed in-house by DPU 

– Immediate benefits were seen: 

• Regular and Late Notices took less than ½ time to prepare 

• Enabled most customer questions to be answered immediately 

• Improved tracking of compliance history 

– Overall outcomes have been: 

• Improved customer service 

• Improved regulatory documentation and tracking 

• Improved reporting 

• The time required to manage the program has been cut significantly 
 

VI.-A. Request for Authorization to Advertise: Ordinance Amendment 15-11, Civil Penalties for 

Zoning Violations 

 Mr. Dennis Walther, Senior Assistant County Attorney, came forward and provided 

background information on this request.  The purpose of this Zoning Ordinance amendment is to 
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modify the enforcement provisions of the Zoning Ordinance to provide that violations of the Zoning 

Ordinance, which are now almost entirely enforceable as criminal misdemeanors, be amended to 

provide that zoning violations will be enforced as civil penalties.  The adoption of civil penalties is 

authorized by the Code of Virginia. The proposed ordinance, in accordance with the enabling 

authority, provides that civil penalties are not available for a violations which result in an injury to any 

person, for activities related to land development, or for violations relating to the posting of signs on 

public property or public rights-of-way. 

Under the current enforcement provisions, violations are a criminal misdemeanor punishable by 

a fine of up to $1,000 for initial violations and a fine of up to $1,500 for subsequent violations. 

Ordinance 15-11 provides that initial violations would be punishable by a fine of $200 and subsequent 

violations by a fine of $500.  There are provisions that would permit the prosecution of zoning 

violations as criminal misdemeanors where an individual has repeatedly violated the Zoning Ordinance 

and in those instances that state Code provides cannot be punished through the use of civil penalties. 

Staff believes that the use of civil penalties will further the long-standing policy of using the 

enforcement process to seek compliance before punishment, and would result in a more efficient and 

effective enforcement approach. 

The Ordinance contains a proposed delayed effective date that would allow County staff to 

advise Court personnel and other County staff of the proposed changes.  In recent years, the County 

has adopted the use of civil penalties in other enforcement areas, most notably for violations of the 

County’s erosion and sediment control regulations.  The use of civil penalties has been effective in 

those areas in increasing compliance and reducing potential litigation costs to property owners and 

administrative costs to the County.  The adoption of civil penalties for zoning violations would be 

consistent with the enforcement approach in those areas. 

 Staff presented this amendment to the Community Development Committee on July 27, 2015, 

and was directed to proceed to the Board for authorization to advertise for public hearing. 
 

Mr. Hazzard, seconded by Mr. Stanley, moved to advertise for Public Hearing – Ordinance 

Amendment 15-11, Civil Penalties for Zoning Violations. 
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 Vote: 
Wayne T. Hazzard Aye 
Aubrey M. Stanley Aye 
Sean M. Davis Aye 
?Angela Kelly-Wiecek Aye 
W. Canova Peterson Aye 
G. E. “Ed” Via, III Aye 
Elton J. Wade, Sr. Aye 

 

Motion approved. 
 

VI.-B. Request for Authorization to Advertise: Ordinance Amendment 15-12, Amendment to the 

Provisions of the Hanover County Zoning Ordinance related to Residential Zoning District 

Setbacks 

 Mr. David Maloney, Director of Planning, came forward and provided background information 

on this request.  At the request of Board members, staff was tasked with evaluating existing definitions 

for side yards and side yard setbacks in the residential zoning districts, which include the A-1, 

Agricultural District, the AR-6, Agricultural Residential District, the RC, Rural Conservation District, 

the RS, Single-Family Residential District, and the RM, Multi-Family Residential districts.  This 

request came about as a result of the lack of clarity within the existing zoning definitions and a lack of 

clear methodology regarding the measurement of side yards in general.    

 To address these issues, staff has prepared recommended ordinance amendments which 

accomplishes the following: 

 Revises the definition for both the front and rear yards; 

 Refines the methodology for determining the yards; and  

 Eliminates the requirement for a side yard within the residential districts 

 Staff has also identified additional ordinance amendments to revise terminology related to “side 

yards” and “side setbacks” to ensure the revised terms are used consistently within the ordinance.  The 

proposed amendments were reviewed by the Community Development Committee on July 27, 2015, at 

which time the Community Development Committee recommended that the attached ordinance be 

forwarded to the full Board for authorization to advertise for public hearing. 

 Following the presentation, Mr. Maloney answered questions from Board members and offered 

further clarification on side setbacks. 
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Mr. Hazzard, seconded by Mrs. Kelly-Wiecek, moved to advertise for Public Hearing – 

Ordinance Amendment 15-12, Amendment to the Provisions of the Hanover County Zoning Ordinance 

related to Residential Zoning District Setbacks. 
 

 Vote: 
Wayne T. Hazzard Aye 
Aubrey M. Stanley Aye 
Sean M. Davis Aye 
Angela Kelly-Wiecek Aye 
W. Canova Peterson Aye 
G. E. “Ed” Via, III Aye 
Elton J. Wade, Sr. Aye 

 

Motion approved. 
 

VI.-C. Request for Authorization to Advertise: Ordinance Amendment 15-13, Surety for 

Installation of Required Improvements, and a Modification to Installation of Required Street 

Trees in the RS and RM Districts 

 Mr. Maloney provided background information on this request.  The purpose of this Zoning 

Ordinance amendment is to modify the RS, Single-Family Residential and the RM, Multi-Family 

Residential Districts requirements regarding the timing for the completion of required improvements, 

primarily pedestrian paths, sidewalks, and street trees, and to relax the regulations regarding the 

specific location of street trees on an individual street.   

In 2011, the County, with input from the development community, updated the Hanover 

County Subdivision Ordinance.  Prior to the 2011 update the County had received requests from the 

development community to find an alternative to including the installation of sidewalks and street trees 

as part of the costs to be guaranteed by the subdivision performance bond, because these improvements 

were often the last to be installed.  The subdivision performance agreement requires a minimum of ten 

percent of the original subdivision performance bond to be held until all subdivision improvements are 

completed and approved. Sometimes these amounts were several times the amount of the cost of 

installing the remaining sidewalks and trees.  This inequity was solved by removing these items from 

the list of improvements covered by a subdivision performance agreement, and the creation of a new 

bonding mechanism through the Zoning Ordinance.  The 2011 change was well received and 

supported, but now that time has passed and the new process has been tested, the Planning Department 

was asked by builders and developers to make some minor adjustments to the timing thresholds for 
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having these improvements installed, in order to alleviate some practical difficulties that have been 

identified as subdivisions approach completion. With the support of the Home Builders Association of 

Richmond and the development community, this amendment is intended to accommodate that request.  

Additionally, staff is proposing to provide additional flexibility in the placement requirements for 

street trees on individual streets to make compliance easier at the time the lot thresholds have been 

met.   

Staff presented this amendment to the Community Development Committee on July 27, 2015, 

and was directed to proceed to the Board for authorization to advertise for public hearing. 

Following the presentation, Mr. Maloney answered Board member questions and there was a 

discussion concerning the need for this amendment and potential negative outcomes. 
 

Mr. Hazzard, seconded by Mr. Peterson, moved to advertise for Public Hearing – Ordinance 

Amendment 15-13, Surety for Installation of Required Improvements, and a Modification to 

Installation of Required Street Trees in the RS and RM Districts.   
 

 Vote: 
Wayne T. Hazzard Aye 
Aubrey M. Stanley Aye 
Sean M. Davis Aye 
Angela Kelly-Wiecek Aye 
W. Canova Peterson Aye 
G. E. “Ed” Via, III Aye 
Elton J. Wade, Sr. Aye 

 

Motion approved. 

 

 
 

VII. Legislative Workshop – 2016 Session of the Virginia General Assembly 

 Mr. Sterling Rives, County Attorney, came forward to begin the workshop.  He gave an 

overview of the action items and positions on anticipated legislation.  He also listed those items from 

the previous legislative agenda that have not been brought forward for 2016.  During the workshop, 

Board members discussed and/or asked for clarification on the following items presented: 

2016 Legislative Agenda Action Items 

 Request that the General Assembly ensure that the state continues to appropriate adequate 

monies to fund its pro rata share of the required contributions for VRS benefits for state funded 
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teacher salaries. and that the state make its contributions directly to VRS so that the state 

liability will be accurately reported under applicable accounting standards.   

 Request that the General Assembly create a mechanism to provide for a stable and adequate 

source of the funding required for local governments to implement the stormwater quality 

programs and facilities necessary to achieve the Chesapeake Bay Total Maximum Daily Load 

(TMDL) requirements. 

 Request that the date of primary elections held in the month of June be changed from the 

second Tuesday to the third Tuesday in June and to change candidate filing deadlines to reflect 

that change of date.  Because many localities use public school buildings for polling places, this 

change would minimize the number of occasions when primary elections held in June would 

take place while public schools are still in session.  This change would reduce interference with 

school functions, enhance student safety and facilitate the conduct of primary elections. 

 Request that the General Assembly amend the Code of Virginia to require that all bills that 

have a local fiscal impact—whether to localities or local school divisions—be filed on the first 

day of a Session of the General Assembly to provide time for fiscal impact analysis. 

 Request that the General Assembly amend the Freedom of Information Act, as necessary, to 

assure that law enforcement agencies are not required to release video and audio recorded by 

body worn cameras that would disclose the identities and personal information of private 

citizens and to assure that agencies do not incur burdensome costs in responding to requests. 

 Request that the General Assembly direct the Virginia Joint Legislative Audit and Review 

Commission (JLARC) to conduct a study of the process by which the Standards of Quality 

(SOQ) for public schools are developed by the Board of Education and adopted by the General 

Assembly in order to assure that the SOQs are carefully calculated to assure that high quality 

public education meeting the needs of the young people of Virginia is provided effectively and 

efficiently and that the costs of implementing the SOQs are reflected in the budgetary decisions 

of the General Assembly.  

Positions on Legislation Anticipated to Come before the 2016 Session 

 Support additional legislative and regulatory requirements for public K-12 education only if 

they are reasonably cost effective, will result in demonstrable improvements to educational 

outcomes or student health and safety and are funded by the state on an ongoing basis. 
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Items from 2015 Legislative Agenda Not Carried Over to 2016 Agenda 

 Request that Va. Code section 8.01-407 be amended to provide that attorneys may not issue 

subpoenas in custody and visitation proceedings under Chapter 6.1 (Section 20-124.1 et seq.) of 

Title 20 when the person whose attendance is sought is an employee of a school division, 

community services board, behavioral health authority or local department of social services 

and the testimony sought is related to such employment.  
 

 Following the presentation Board members had a detailed discussion about the item involving 

body cameras and whether or not the Board should remove this item from the Legislative Agenda to 

allow for further discussion on the matter.  It was agreed that this item could be removed for now and 

addressed at the next meeting. 
 

 Mrs. Kelly-Wiecek made a motion to adopt the Legislative Agenda minus the request on the 

Freedom of Information Act item relating to the body worn cameras and table that item until the 

September 23, 2015 meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Davis. 
 

 Vote: 
Wayne T. Hazzard Aye 
Aubrey M. Stanley Aye 
Sean M. Davis Aye 
Angela Kelly-Wiecek Aye 
W. Canova Peterson Aye 
G. E. “Ed” Via, III Aye 
Elton J. Wade, Sr. Aye 

 

Motion approved. 
 

VIII. Closed Session - Discussion of the acquisition of real property for the Atlee Road 

Extended Project - Va. Code Section 2.2-2711(A)(3) 

 Mr. Stanley moved that the Board of Supervisors go into Closed Session pursuant to 

Discussion of the acquisition of real property for the Atlee Road Extended Project - Va. Code Section 

2.2-2711(A)(3). The motion was seconded by Mr. Via. 

 Vote: 
Wayne T. Hazzard Aye 
Aubrey M. Stanley Aye 
Sean M. Davis Aye 
Angela Kelly-Wiecek Aye 
W. Canova Peterson Aye 
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G. E. “Ed” Via, III Aye 
Elton J. Wade, Sr. Aye 

 

Motion approved. 
 

 Board members entered Closed Session at 4:42 p.m. At the conclusion of the Closed Session, 

all Board members returned to the Board room, and the Chairman called the regular meeting back to 

order at 5:15 p.m. 
 

Certification of Closed Session 

 Mr. Stanley moved that the Board of Supervisors certify that during the Closed Session only 

public business matters lawfully exempted from the open meeting requirement of the Freedom of 

Information Act and only such public business matters as were identified in the motion for the Closed 

Session were discussed. The motion was seconded by Mr. Via. 
 

 Vote: 
Wayne T. Hazzard Aye 
Aubrey M. Stanley Aye 
Sean M. Davis Aye 
Angela Kelly-Wiecek Aye 
W. Canova Peterson Aye 
G. E. “Ed” Via, III Aye 
Elton J. Wade, Sr. Aye 

 

Motion approved. 
 

IX. Recess 
 

 The meeting was recessed at 5:15 p.m. 

 The meeting was reconvened at 7:00 p.m. 
 

X.   Citizens’ Time 

 The Chairman opened citizens’ time and offered to anyone who wanted to address the Board of 

Supervisors for up to five minutes on any matter within the scope of the Board’s authority that is not 

on the agenda for that meeting to come forward.  Seeing none, citizens’ time was closed. 
 

XI. Public Hearing - Permit to Keep Vicious Animals – Nathan I. Lawhorn – 8396 McFaye 

Avenue - Magisterial District:  Chickahominy 

Chief Jeffrey Parker, Animal Control, came forward to provide the Board with the details of 



13 
 
 
 
 

this permit request.  Mr. Nathan Lawhorn, a resident of the Chickahominy Magisterial District, has 

applied for a permit to keep vicious animals (10 pythons) at his residence. 

In June 2015, Hanover County Animal Control was notified of a large snake inhabiting 

property located at Mr. Lawhorn’s residence.  After visiting this location, Chief of Animal Control, 

Jeffrey Parker, confirmed there are nine Reticulated Pythons and one Burmese Python inhabiting Mr. 

Lawhorn’s residence.  Both species can grow to greater than six (6) feet in length, meaning that they 

meet the definition of “Vicious Animal” under the County’s Animal Ordinance.  Mr. Lawhorn does 

not have a vicious animal permit for these animals.   

On July 1, 2015, Nathan Lawhorn filed an application for a wild, exotic or vicious animal 

permit with Hanover County Animal Control.  Chief Parker has since conducted a home inspection to 

verify the confinement and living arrangements for the species.   

While Mr. Lawhorn’s snake cages are professionally built, clean, and well-maintained, and the 

snake room has good lock protocols, Animal Control feels that breeding snakes at this location is not 

compatible with the densely populated neighborhood (parcel is zoned R1 in the Chickahominy 

magisterial district).  Additionally, the County’s Animal Control shelter is not equipped to handle large 

snakes in the event that one or more of them would escape.  Furthermore, Animal Control Officers and 

other public safety responders do not have the knowledge, experience or equipment to deal with these 

large snakes, some of which weigh 150 pounds, and no formal training for managing these reptiles is 

available.  

Chief Parker reported that he has conducted research, spoken to representatives of the Virginia 

Department of Agricultural and Consumer Services, local veterinarians and biologists from the 

Department of Game and Inland Fisheries on the issue. 
 

The Chairman opened the public hearing and asked that anyone who wished to speak for or 

against the matter come forward.  

Mr. Nathan Lawhorn, applicant and Chickahominy Magisterial District resident, came forward 

to describe his request.  He stated the snakes do not pose a danger to the public and described the way 

the snakes are kept secure.  He provided pictures and supporting statements from neighbors who are 

not opposed to the snakes.  Mr. Lawhorn answered board member questions concerning the handling 

of the snakes.  
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Mr. Lawhorn, father of the applicant, came forward to speak in favor of the request, citing his 

son’s passion, research and dedication to reptiles.   

Mr. Keith Green, Chickahominy Magisterial District property owner, came forward to speak in 

opposition of the request, citing the large number of snakes and the possibility of the number 

increasing if the snakes are bred. 

Mr. Robert Hunrath, Chickahominy Magisterial District, came forward to speak in opposition 

of the request, citing the number of young children in the neighborhood.  He had questions about what 

they are fed and cleanliness. 

Mr. Allen Harper, Chickahominy Magisterial District property owner, came forward to speak 

in opposition of the request, citing concerns with the possibility of a snake escaping and the large 

number of snakes. 

Mr. Jeff Gilley, Chickahominy Magisterial District, came forward to speak in opposition of the 

request, citing instances in other areas when this type of snake has escaped.  He stated there is a clear 

danger to the community. 

Ms. Lavoy-Lang, Chickahominy Magisterial District, came forward to speak in opposition of 

the request, citing safety concerns, particularly with children in area yards and schools. 

Ms. Marie Depersis, Chickahominy Magisterial District, came forward to speak in opposition 

of the request, citing concerns with safety with the nearby daycares and the hospital.   

Ms. Megan Hannah, Chickahominy Magisterial District, came forward to speak in opposition 

of the request, citing safety concerns for her children and dogs.  She read feeding, handling and other 

statistics on the snakes. 

Mr. William Wood, Chickahominy Magisterial District, came forward to speak in opposition of 

the request, citing concerns with the snakes escaping and the safety of firefighters and/or EMS workers 

who might have to respond to an emergency in a home where there are reptiles such as these. 

Mr. Lawhorn returned to the podium and stated the snakes could not survive if they escaped, 

noted the snakes’ natural inclination to avoid people and noted that he handles the reptiles in a 

professional manner at all times.  He asked for six months to relocate the animals if the permit is 

denied. 
 

Seeing no others come forward, the Chairman closed the public hearing. 
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Board members had a discussion concerning the information that had been shared.  There was a 

discussion about the climate here in Virginia and the snakes’ ability to survive outside during the 

summer.  Chief Parker clarified that there are limits on the quantity of other types of animals allowed 

in residential areas.  Mr. Lawhorn answered questions from Board members concerning the care of the 

largest snake, the help he gets to take care of it, what and how often the snakes are fed, and how often 

he has taken the largest snake outside. 

There was further discussion concerning Mr. Lawhorn’s passion for and knowledge of the 

reptiles and the fact that the Board must consider the facts and concerns about being able to respond to 

an incident if a snake escapes.  It was noted that the Ordinance requires that in order to approve such a 

permit, the keeping of the animals must be consistent with the nature and the character of the 

neighborhood. 

Mrs. Kelly-Wiecek, seconded by Mr. Davis, moved to deny the permit and give the applicant 

120 days to relocate the animals. 
 

 Vote: 
Wayne T. Hazzard Aye 
Aubrey M. Stanley Aye 
Sean M. Davis Aye 
Angela Kelly-Wiecek Aye 
W. Canova Peterson Aye 
G. E. “Ed” Via, III Aye 
Elton J. Wade, Sr. Aye 

 

Motion approved. 
 

XII. PLANNING PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

A. Agricultural and Forestal District Renewals 

MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT 
AFD-1-78  MACDONALD   BEAVERDAM 
AFD-2-78  STANLEY    BEAVERDAM 
AFD-3-78  WICKHAM    BEAVERDAM 
AFD-1-85  PEARSON’S CORNER  HENRY 
AFD-4-78  OLD CHURCH (A)   HENRY /COLD HARBOR 
AFD-1-79  OLD CHURCH (B)   COLD HARBOR 
AFD-1-80  OLD CHURCH (C)   HENRY 
AFD-2-80  SUMMERHILL   HENRY 
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 The Ordinance that established the AFDs stipulate the Districts be reviewed every 6 years for 

renewal. 

 The previous review was in 2009. 

 Notice has been sent to all property owners to inform owners of the renewal process. 

 The AFD Committee met July 23, 2015, and recommended all Districts be renewed.  

Recommendation: 

 The Planning Commission adopted a Resolution recommending the Board of Supervisors 

continue the eight Agricultural and Forestal Districts. 

 Staff recommends adoption of the Draft Ordinance to continue the Hanover County’s 

eight Agricultural and Forestal Districts. 
 

Mr. Maloney came forward to give this presentation to the Board. 

The Chairman opened the public hearing and asked that anyone who wished to speak for or 

against the matter come forward.  Seeing none the public hearing was closed. 
 

On motion of Mr. Stanley, seconded by Mr. Via, the members of the Board of Supervisors 

voted to approve the adoption of a Draft Ordinance to continue the Hanover County’s eight 

Agricultural and Forestal Districts, as follows: 
 

 Vote: 
Wayne T. Hazzard Aye 
Aubrey M. Stanley Aye 
Sean M. Davis Aye 
Angela Kelly-Wiecek Aye 
W. Canova Peterson Aye 
G. E. “Ed” Via, III Aye 
Elton J. Wade, Sr. Aye 

 

 

B. SE-9-11, AM. 1-15, T-Mobile Northeast, L.L.C - Requests an amendment to a Special 

Exception Permit in accordance with Section 26-175.1 of the Hanover County Zoning 

Ordinance to add ten feet (10’) of height to a telecommunications tower for a total height of 

124 feet on GPIN 7788-47-2151, consisting of approximately 29.1 acres, zoned M-2(c), Light 

Industrial District with conditions, and located on the west line of North Lakeridge Parkway 

(State Route 782) approximately 850 feet north of its intersection with Lewistown Road (State 

Route 802). Magisterial District:  Ashland 
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Recommendations: 

Staff recommends approval subject to the conditions as outlined in the staff report.  
 

Mr. Maloney came forward to give this presentation to the Board. 

The Chairman opened the public hearing and asked that anyone who wished to speak for or 

against the matter come forward.  Seeing none, he closed the public hearing. 

Mr. Maloney clarified that the extra 10 feet will not create any additional hazard to the airport 

or anything else around the tower. 
 

On motion of Mr. Via, seconded by Mr. Peterson, the members of the Board of Supervisors 

voted to approve SE-9-11, AM. 1-15, T-Mobile Northeast, L.L.C, as follows: 
 

 Vote: 
Wayne T. Hazzard Aye 
Aubrey M. Stanley Aye 
Sean M. Davis Aye 
Angela Kelly-Wiecek Aye 
W. Canova Peterson Aye 
G. E. “Ed” Via, III Aye 
Elton J. Wade, Sr. Aye 

 

 

C. Ordinance of Vacation – Eden Acres Subdivision (Melissa L. and John R. Neulen) - 

Requests an Ordinance of Vacation in accordance with Section 15.2-2272, Code of Virginia, 

1950, as amended, in order to vacate the southern property line (776.89 feet in length) of Lot 2 

in Eden Acres Subdivision on GPIN 6798-99-7428, located on the south line of Shalom 

Springs Trail (private road) approximately 1,000 feet west of its intersection with Watkins 

Road (State Route 721), as shown on the plat titled “Eden Acres,” prepared by Michael L. 

Parrish, L.S., recorded April 18, 1997, in Subdivision Plat Book 8, Page 193, in the Office of 

the Clerk of the Hanover County Circuit Court.  Magisterial District:  South Anna 

Background: 

 The purpose of this vacation is to create a lot which will allow for a family division. 

• The 2 existing lots are both 10 acres and cannot be further divided. 

 The vacation will allow the applicant to increase the density from the original property through 

the family division process. 
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Recommendations:  

Adoption of Eden Acres (Melissa and John Neulen) Ordinance of Vacation to remove the 

southern property line of Lot 2, as shown on the plat titled, “Eden Acres” dated November 6, 1996, and 

recorded April 18, 1997, subject to future divisions being only to “immediate family members”. 
 

Mr. Maloney came forward to give this presentation to the Board.    

The Chairman opened the public hearing and asked that anyone who wished to speak for or 

against the matter come forward. Seeing none, he closed the public hearing. 
 

On motion of Mr. Hazzard, seconded by Mr. Via, the members of the Board of Supervisors 

voted to approve the Ordinance of Vacation – Eden Acres Subdivision (Melissa L. and John R. 

Neulen), as follows: 
 

 Vote: 
Wayne T. Hazzard Aye 
Aubrey M. Stanley Aye 
Sean M. Davis Aye 
Angela Kelly-Wiecek Aye 
W. Canova Peterson Aye 
G. E. “Ed” Via, III Aye 
Elton J. Wade, Sr. Aye 

 

 

XI. Announcements  

 Mr. Harris announced that on November 17, 18, and 19 the Stonewall Jackson Middle School 

Civics Classes will be here in the Board room from from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
   

XII. Adjournment  

At 7:58 p.m. the Chairman adjourned the meeting to September 23, 2015 – Hanover County 

Administration Building – 6:00 p.m. 


