
 
 

County of Hanover 
 

Board Meeting:  September 9, 2015 
 
Subject: Public Hearing - Permit to Keep Vicious Animals – Nathan I. Lawhorn – 8396 McFaye 

Avenue 
Magisterial District:  Chickahominy 

  
Summary of 
Agenda Item: 

In accordance with Hanover County Code, Chapter 4, Article III, Section 4-80, the 
Hanover County Board of Supervisors is required to advertise and conduct a public 
hearing to receive comments before issuing a permit to keep vicious animals. 
 
Mr. Nathan Lawhorn, a resident of the Chickahominy Magisterial District, has applied 
for a permit to keep vicious animals (10 pythons) at his residence located at 8396 
McFaye Avenue, Mechanicsville, VA 23116. 
 
In June 2015, Hanover County Animal Control was made aware of a large snake on the 
property of 8396 McFaye Avenue in Mechanicsville.  After verifying the information, 
Chief Jeffrey Parker confirmed there are ten (10) python species on the property inside 
the residence.   
 
On July 1, 2015, Nathan Lawhorn filed for a wild, exotic or vicious animal permit with 
Hanover County Animal Control.  Chief Parker conducted a home inspection to verify 
the confinement and living arrangements for the species.  Mr. Lawhorn has paid the 
application fee, mailed certified letters to adjacent property owners and a sign was posted 
on the property advertising the public hearing.    
 
A copy of the permit application is attached.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
County  
Administrator’s 
Recommended 
Board Motion: 

Hold a public hearing for Hanover County Chapter, Article III, Section 4-80, Wild, 
Exotic or Vicious Animal Permit.  
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