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County of Hanover 

 
Board Meeting: September 9, 2015   

 
Subject: Request for Authorization to Advertise: Ordinance Amendment 15-13, Surety for Installation 

of Required Improvements, and a Modification to Installation of Required Street Trees in the 
RS and RM Districts 

  
Summary of 
Agenda Item: 

The purpose of this Zoning Ordinance amendment is to modify the RS, Single-Family 
Residential and the RM, Multi-Family Residential Districts requirements regarding the timing 
for the completion of required improvements, primarily pedestrian paths, sidewalks, and street 
trees, and to relax the regulations regarding the specific location of street trees on an 
individual street.   
 
In 2011, the County, with input from the development community, updated the Hanover 
County Subdivision Ordinance.  Prior the 2011 update the County had received requests from 
the development community to find an alternative to including the installation of sidewalks 
and street trees as part of the costs to be guaranteed by the subdivision performance bond, 
because these improvements were often the last to be installed.  The subdivision performance 
agreement requires a minimum of ten percent of the original subdivision performance bond to 
be held until all subdivision improvements are completed and approved. Sometimes these 
amounts were several times the amount of the cost of installing the remaining sidewalks and 
trees.  This inequity was solved by removing these items from the list of improvements 
covered by a subdivision performance agreement, and the creation of a new bonding 
mechanism through the Zoning Ordinance.  The 2011 change was well received and 
supported, but now that time has passed and the new process has been tested, The Planning 
Department was asked by builders and developers to make some minor adjustments to the 
timing thresholds for having these improvements installed, in order to alleviate some practical 
difficulties that have been identified as subdivisions approach completion . With the support 
of the Home Builders Association of Richmond and the development community, this 
amendment is intended to accommodate that request.  Additionally, staff is proposing to 
provide additional flexibility in the placement requirements for street trees on individual 
streets to make compliance easier at the time the lot thresholds have been me.   
 
Staff presented this amendment to the Community Development Committee on July 27, 2015, 
and was directed to proceed to the Board for authorization to advertise for public hearing.  
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Motion to advertise for Public Hearing – Ordinance Amendment 15-13,  Surety for 
Installation of Required Improvements, and a Modification to Installation of Required Street 
Trees in the RS and RM Districts   

 




























